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• Ancestry is the world's largest online family history resource 
with 2.7 million paying subscribers across all its websites.

• Awarded the “Best for Genealogy” Reference Database in 
the November 2014 edition of Library Journal.

• ProQuest has been the distributor of the Ancestry “Library 
Edition” since 2004.

• On June 27, 2014, Ancestry and ProQuest announced an 
expanded partnership and distribution agreement which 
creates broader and deeper opportunities to deliver premier 
genealogy resources to libraries.  This includes ProQuest’s 
HeritageQuest Online, Ancestry Library Edition & Fold3™ 
Library Edition now delivered through the Ancestry search 
platform.

HeritageQuest Online powered by Ancestry



What is HeritageQuest Online?
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HeritageQuest Online offers an essential 
collection of unique material for genealogical and 
historical researchers, with coverage dating back 
to the late 1700s, including: 

• U.S. Federal Census records
• Family and local history books
• Revolutionary War records 
• Freedman’s Bank Records
• Periodical Source Index (PERSI) Archive records 
• U.S. Serial Set documents



Census

• Complete 1790-1940 U.S. Federal 
Census, including every-name 
indexes and greyscale/color 
images.
 Over 140 million names

• Additional census records include:
o U.S. Territories and Military & 

Naval Forces Schedules
o U.S. Indian Census Rolls, 

1885-1940
o Mortality Schedules 1850-

1880
o 1880 Schedules of Defective, 

Dependent and Delinquent 
Classes

o Selected U.S. Federal Non-
Population Schedules, 1850-
1880



Genealogy & Local History Books
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Over 48,000 books, including 
nearly 
• 10,000 family histories
• 13,000+ local histories
• 20,000 city directories added 

in February 2015
• Thumbnail images
• Hit highlighting



Revolutionary War Records
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Trace ancestry back to the Revolutionary War era

• Revolutionary War Era Pension Records

• Complete NARA M804 Collection, digitized 
from 2,670 microfilm rolls.

• It is an every-name index of both pensioners 
and applicants.

• It has all of the pension applications from 
NARA, regards of their page count and 
genealogical value.

• Bounty-Land-Warrant Records

• Over 81,000 pension files listing over 138,000 
American military, naval, and marine officers, 
enlisted men and dependents



Freedman’s Bank Records

7

An important resource for 
African American genealogical 
research

• Personal data on over 
105,000 depositor 
accounts 

• Names for over 489,000 
individuals

• Covers 1865-1874
Includes original image



Searching Census, Books and Directories, 
Revolutionary War, Freedman’s Bank
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• Use truncation / wildcard symbols (see below) or the Exact match 
option that appears beneath each field when you begin typing.*

• Boolean and proximity operators (AND, OR, AND NOT, NEAR, etc.) 
are not permitted.*

• Truncation symbols (*) and wildcard symbols (?) are permitted to 
replace letters (e.g., Eli?abeth) or truncate a name or term to 
search for variant forms (e.g., Sam*).*

• Add Life Events or Family Members names to increase the 
precision of your search.*

• Keyword searching can also add focus to your search. Use 
“double quotes” when phrase searching (e.g., “civil rights”).*

*Same behavior as Ancestry Library Edition 



Periodical Source Index (PERSI) Archive
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Largest index of its type:
• Highly respected index from the 

Allen County Library (IN)
• Over 2.5 million records from 

over 6,500 genealogy and local 
history periodicals

• Archival records up to and 
including 2010

• Covers the U.S., Canada, and 
abroad from 1800 onwards

Search by people, place, how-to, and 
title browse



U.S. Serial Set
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Unique materials published in 
“serial” from the U.S. Senate and 
House of Representatives

• Over 144,000 Private 
Relief Actions, Memorials, 
and Petitions – selected

• Covers 1789-1969



Research Aids Page
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Tips and tricks from the 
Ancestry.com experts and expert 
genealogists and historians 
worldwide! 

No matter your experience level, 
no matter your research goals, 
we’ve got advice and helpful 
information available.

All documents are downloadable 
PDFs.

• Getting Started
• Census
• Beyond the Basics
• Immigration
• Military
• Ethnic



Maps
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The Maps now have their own tab!

The interactive map will direct you 
to the entire collection of maps for 
that state. 

Maps can easily be saved, printed, 
or emailed (as an image file) with 
a right-click of the mouse.

Downloadable State Guides 
(PDFs) are available for each 
state.



Census Book
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• Historical U.S. 
Censuses

• Published Statewide 
Censuses and Indexes

• Countywide Census 
Indexes

• Non-population Census 
Schedules

• Census Forms



Family History Month
For genealogy societies or genealogy clubs

• Assist in documenting family histories and settlement of an area
• Find and compile records of notable and interesting people who 

helped shape community
• Make family connections; who owned land
• Know your community’s history
• Know how buildings were used
• What military activity took place in your community
• Who were the veterans and where are they buried
• Where did immigrants come from



School/Classroom Projects
• Create a Timeline

- Track an Ancestor’s life 
- Link relatives to a historical event
- Show what you know and still want to find out

• Follow Family Using Census Records
- Trace migratory patterns in state & country
- Develop questions that lead to more answers
- Determine where each record can lead
- Tips for Census Use (Research Aid)

• Go Beyond Basics
- Vital, Court, Religious or Cemetery records
- Military service records, Blacksheep records 

• Information Literacy Tool  
- Use genealogy sources, introduce complex text and primary   

documents to paint a picture of your American past
- Show how census data & schedules evolved to current finding 
aids and databases



PROQUEST® AFRICAN 
AMERICAN HERITAGE



ProQuest African American 
Heritage

• Unique primary and secondary research sources
• Exclusive online research tools
• Exclusive research network partnership
• User-friendly resource with 24/7 unlimited site 

and remote access



Unique Partnerships

This program was developed through a wide variety of 
publishing partners, whose participation is greatly 
appreciated:
• AfriGeneas
• Allen County Public Library
• Ancestry
• Dr. James Rose
• Genealogical Publishing Company



Dedicated Focus

Directly serve the unique needs of the African American family 
research community









• Census records
• Vital records
• Free/d and slave 

records
• Church records
• Court records
• And much more!





















PROQUEST RESEARCH COMPANION
WHEN A PATRON NEEDS TO GET STARTED. . .

Information Literacy Skills for a Lifetime of Successful Learning



PROQUEST RESEARCH COMPANION 
Automation of basic parts of the research process allow students to move 
quickly and spend more time on the part of research that interests them 
most

ProQuest Research Companion gives educators the tools to:
Prepare high school and community college students for university- level 
research and help university students write better papers faster

Research Companion guides students through the research process and 
helps them develop their critical thinking skills to more effectively find, 
evaluate, and use information.

Written in a conversational style that improves learning outcomes and 
maximizes retention 

Clearly explains every step of the research process—from where you 
start to how you revise

Delivered in a series of visually compelling and inventive videos or as 
text—watch or read on a computer, tablet, or smart phone
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ProQuest Research Companion

An intuitive, self-paced, and 
self-guided research learning 
environment

Developed by writing 
instructors and librarians to 
help students who are 
overwhelmed with too much 
information and data in the 
research process 

Supports

• Information literacy
• Writing
• Research skills instruction in 

libraries, classrooms, and 
online learning environments
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Inside ProQuest Research Companion

Nine learning and 
discussion modules 
available in 200 minutes 
of --

• Video (embeddable)
• Text
• Assessment

Focus on every aspect of 
the research process –

• Finding information
• Evaluating information
• Using information
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Tools Provided in ProQuest Research Companion
• Topic Aid – expanding topical 

vocabulary
• Search Aid – search 

suggestions and connections 
to outside resources

• Source Evaluation Aid –
• Periodicals -- background 

from ProQuest 
UlrichsWeb serials 
directory on thousands of 
periodical sources

• Books -- background from 
ProQuest Bowker on book 
sources

• Websites -- domains, 
owners, descriptions

• Citation Generator -- media-
specific generated citations

• Revision Aid – writing evaluator 
-- focus on construction and 
commonly misused terms
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Administration

• Customize interface
• Enable or disable assessment
• Manage video embedding
• Monitor usage or modules and 

assessment



Thank You!


