A s s i s t i v e Te c h n o l o g y L a w s
Understanding the Law & Assistive Technology

There is a wide range of assistive technology (AT) services and devices to
which a child may be entitled. It is important for families to understand how
Federal laws affect their child’s right to AT. Provided below are brief summaries of laws that impact the provision of assistive technology and special
education services.
Federal laws are amended regularly. Therefore, it is important to keep up to
date on these changes. Website addresses have been identiﬁed below for
government ofﬁces and other organizations that provide current, in-depth
information on laws that affect a child’s access to AT.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
Public Law 101-336 [42 USC 12101]
The ADA prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability in employment, state and local government, public accommodations, commercial facilities, transportation, and telecommunications. The law has four sections, or “Titles”. Title I addresses
employment, saying that any employer who has 15 or more employees must offer “equal opportunity” to employment-related activities. Title II applies to state and local governments, and insists that people with disabilities be given equal access
to public education, employment, transportation, recreation, health care, and other areas under their control. Title III addresses public accommodations that may be provided by private companies, including private schools, restaurants, stores,
hotels, doctors’ ofﬁces, etc. Title IV addresses assistive technology speciﬁcally, as it requires that telephone companies
provide the necessary services to allow people who are deaf or hearing impaired to use telecommunications devices.
For more information about the Americans with Disabilities Act, you can go to the following websites:
http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/ada/cguide.htm#anchor62335
http://www.ada.gov
Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA)
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) was initially passed in 1975 as P.L. 94-142. That law, known as the
Education for All Handicapped Children Act, or the EHA, guaranteed that eligible children and youth with disabilities would
have a free and appropriate public education (FAPE) available to them, designed to meet their unique educational needs.
P.L. 94-142 has been amended many times since passing in 1975, most recently in 2004.
For more information about IDEA, you can visit the following website:
http://www.ed.gov/ofﬁces/OSERS/Policy/IDEA/index.html
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Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act
29 U.S.C. § 794d
Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act requires that all electronic and information technologies developed and used by any
Federal government agency must be accessible to people with disabilities. This includes websites, video and audio tapes,
electronic books, televised programs, and other such media. Individuals with disabilities may still have to use special hardware and/or software to access the resources. Section 508 does not apply to the private sector or to organizations that
receive Federal funds.
More information about Section 508 can be found at:
http://www.section508.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=Content&ID=12
http://www.itpolicy.gsa.gov/cita
http://www.ataporg.org/itqa.asp
Assistive Technology Act of 1998
Public Law 105-394 [29 USC 2201]
The Assistive Technology Act, also known as the “Tech Act” provides funds to states to support three types of programs:
•
the establishment of assistive technology (AT) demonstration centers, information centers, equipment loan
facilities, referral services, and other consumer-oriented programs;
•
protection and advocacy services to help people with disabilities and their families, as they attempt to acess
the services for which they are eligible;
•
Federal/state programs to provide low interest loans and other alternative ﬁnancing options to help people
with disabilities purchase needed assistive technology.
For a list of state projects funded under the Tech Act, visit http://www.ataporg.org/stateatprojects.asp
Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Education Act Amendments of 1998
Public Law 105-332 Section 1 (b) [20 USC 2302]
Schools are required to integrate academic, vocational and technical training, increase the use of technology, provide
professional development opportunities to staff, develop and implement evaluations of program quality, expand and modernize quality programs, and link secondary and post-secondary vocational education. Additionally, states must submit an
annual report on how special populations, including persons living with disabilities, engaged in vocational education are
faring relative to the states’ performance goals.
http://www.ed.gov/ofﬁces/OVAE/CTE/legis.html
Fair Housing Act Amendments of 1988
Public Law 100-430 [42 USC 3604]
This legislation addresses non-discrimination issues for potential tenants with disabilities. It is unlawful to deny housing to
a renter/buyer because of a disability that the person may have. Owners must also make reasonable exceptions to their
policies to accommodate people with disabilities (i.e. - seeing eye dogs). Tenants are also allowed to make reasonable
access-related modiﬁcations to the property if necessary.
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/unframed/42/3604.html
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The Hearing Aid Compatibility Act of 1988
Public Law 100-394 [47 USC 610 (b)]
This law requires that all telephone equipment manufactured or imported for use in the United States after August 1989
be compatible with hearing aids.
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/unframed/47/610.html
The Television Decoder Circuitry Act of 1990, Section 3
Public Law 101-431 [47 USC 303 (u)].
The deaf and hearing impaired should have access to information and entertainment via television medium to the fullest
extent possible through technology. This law requires that new televisions with at least a 13-inch screen must have the
built-in capacity to display closed-captioned TV transmissions.
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/unframed/47/303.html
Telecommunications Act of 1996
Title I - Public Law 104-104 [47 USC 255]
Requires that telecommunications equipment and services be accessible to and usable by persons with disabilities.
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/unframed/47/225.html
Title III -Public Law 104-104 [47 USC 613]
Discusses rules on closed captions and video descriptions of video programming.
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/unframed/47/613.html
Federal Government Procurement of Accessible Information Technology
Public Law 105-220 section 408 [29 USC 794 (d)]
Individuals with disabilities cannot be excluded from participation in, be denied the beneﬁts of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal ﬁnancial assistance or under any program or activity conducted by
any Executive agency or by the United States Postal Service.
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/unframed/29/794.html
Workforce Investment Act of 1998
Public Law 105-220 [29 USC 701]
In the vocational rehabilitation process, this law deﬁnes technology and its
use in job planning, acquisition and retention of people with disabilities.
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/unframed/29/701.html
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